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would (by permission of the Brewers' Company) be at Brewers' Hall,

Addle Street, E.C., and that all communications to the Secretary and

Treasurer should be sent there.

The Report was dated 20fch December, 1901.

THE ANNUAL BANQUET.

The Fifteenth Annual Banquet of the members and friends of the

Institute of Browing was held on Friday, 24th January, at the

Trocadero Restaurant, Piccadilly Circus, Mr. Ciiarlks H. Babington,

President, in the Chair. About a hundred and thirty members and

friends attended.

The President first gave the health of "The King," and next

" The Queen, the Prince and Princess of Wales, and the Royal

Family," which were received with the usual loyal enthusiasm.

The President then said that certain changes would have to be

made in the toast list as it appeared on the programme. Unfortu

nately Professor Thorpe, who was to have proposed the toast of the

evening, was prevented from attending by illness, but Mr. Flower,

M.P., had kindly stepped into the breach and would propose that

toast. He need hardly say that the brewing trade had no more

staunch friend in the House of Commons than Mr. Flower. Mr. Croft

had kindly undertaken the later toast which stood in Mr. Flower's

name; and in place of Mr. Rilcy Smith, who had sent a wire to say

he had missed his train, Mr. Tanquoray would propose " The Quests."

Mr. Ernest Flower, MJ\, in proposing " The Institute of Brew

ing/' said although they all regretted the unfortunate absence of

Professor Thorpe, no one probably felt it so poignantly as himself,

to whom it fell to discharge the duty which Professor Thorpe was so

much better fitted to accomplish. He supposed no one could have

spoken with more authority of that intimate connection between

science and commerce, which it was the chief object of the Institute of

Brewing to promote. It was a trite saying that the schoolmaster was

abroud in the land, and politicians of all parties vied with each other

in enlarging upon the necessity of technical education if the English
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nation was to hold its own in the markets of the world. What was

true of technical education generally was certainly true of mono*

technical education. Certainly the chief competitors which Great

Britain had to fight had founded and endowed out of public funds

institutions for the promotion of technical education in specific

industries, whilst alone amongst the great manufacturing nations of

the world we had left to private enterprise and private philanthropy

the fulfilment of the great national work. He did not know how

much longer the English people would be content with this state of

affairs. When in the north of England they had those periodic

visitations of bad trade in the staple industry, the cry went up for

more and more technical education ; but technical education was not to

be built up in a day. It must be rather, if it were to be successful, part

of an organised system which started from the base and steadily and per

sistently ascended. He ventured to think that as time went on and the

force of competition increased, there would be an earnest desire on

the part of those engaged in specific industries for the establishment

and the support of institutions such as that of the Institute of Brewing.

He did not know why they should not do for their own people what was

done by the State for the great peoples of the Continent in the establish-

ment and founding of these Institutes, but they were left for themoment

to private enterprise, and they would all welcome the opportunity now

given for expressing their goodwill towards this important Institute.

He was a little surprised when he read the long list of papers which

had been read—papers which seemed to show science carried almost to

the point of art in connection with the industry of brewing; but

whilst he believed that in the future the State would be compelled to

take upon itself a far larger share of responsibility for technical

education, he ventured to think there was another aspect of the

question to which attention must also be directed. They ought to be

jealously on their guard against the rash and hasty spirit which in

some moment of temporary panic, or for some passing political

exigency, might carry into law Bills which might seriously affect the

development of an industry. If science and commerce were to act in

closer harmony with each other in the future than they had done in

the past, they must sec that the progress of science was not hampered

by legislation restricting the development of the industry. They had

had a ver3r curious example of this in a measure which came before
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them, that most well-meaning of all assemblies, the House of Com

mons, last year. They were all familiar with the event which led up

to the passage of that measure through its second raiding stage. Two

things might bo said about what the House of Commons did. One

was that when it passed a Bill into law it did something; and another

was that nobody quite knew what that something was. Last year,

actuated by a panic, the House of Commons passed a Bill through its

second reading which undoubtedly would, had it been carried into law,

have led to a very dangerous and disastrous divorco botween scientific

progress and commercial development in that groat industry of brew

ing, in which the foremost competitor which Great Britain had to

meet was Germany. Germany had already got, thanks largely to her

technical and mono-technical Institutions, a largo share of the trade

which formerly was our prerogative. A glance at another trade for a

moment would illustrate this. It was said at the last meeting of the

British Association that of all the materials used in the great dyers1

Associations of Bradford and West Yorkshire, 80 per cent, came from

Germany, and only some 10 per cent, from the United Kingdom.

These things gave one pause. It was easy enough to pass a Bill

through Parliament which seemed for the moment to meet some

popular demand, but if in the doing of it you were crippling

for all time a great industry, if you were preventing that industry

from pursuing by the aid of science its natural and legitimate

evolution, then, however popular for the moment the measure

might be, it would be fraught with ultimate disaster and mis

fortune to the country at large. He thought that view had gained

ground considerably since the events of last session. He was not sure'

if he might not say that it grew considerably even during last session,

because, although the Bill was passed on the second reading by an

overwhelming majority, yet when the important matter of its further

consideration was before the House it was only by the scanty majority

of 15 that it was sent to the Committee, which its promoters desired.

There was another Bill before the House of Commons this session but

he was not able to tell them its contents, because, as was the case last

year, the amiable gentlemen who introduced it seemed to prefer to

keep its contents in the background and not to circulate for con

sideration the words of their measure until a few days before it

actually came on for debate; but ho hoped that public bodies who
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were interested in this matter would not this year commit the mis

take which thoy had made last year of passing resolutions in favour

of the Bill before reading its terms, and enter upon that kind of

pressure from constituencies upon members of Parliament to which

the House was susceptible. Boards of Guardians in the United

Kingdom, of all people in the world, in their corporate and collective

capacity passed resolutions in favour of the Pure Beer Bill andr.sent

them up. They continued to send them up long after a mere casual

glance at the measure must have convinced them that purity of beer

was not one of the objects which the measure could hope to achieve.

He hoped public bodies would be more chary in the matter this year,

and whilst they would wait with some interest to read the terms of

the Bill, he confessed he thought they would do well to view the pro

posal with some suspicion, not merely because he thought that so far

us the public safety was concerned the Board of Trade and the Inland

lievenue were the proper authorities to take care of it, but also

because of the crippling effects on scientific development which such a

measure might cause. Having read the report of the Institute of

Brewing, he had no doubt it was doing all it could to encourage the

scientific development of this great industry, and the bringing to bear

upon it of those up-to-date methods by which alone commercial success

could be achieved. He had had great pleasure in coming there that

evening, and he asked them all to join heartly in drinking prosperity

to the Institute of Brewing, and he would couple with the toast the

name of the President of the Institute.

The PttESlDENT, in responding, tendered to Mr. Flower his warmest

thanks for the kind words he had spoken, for his kindness in coming

forward at such a short notice to propose this toast, and for the

eloquent way in which ho had done so. His words were encouraging

in a high degree. As a member of Parliament, he had spoken of the

good intentions of Parliament, and had also suggested that legislation

was not always a very rapid process in this country, and ho had some

indication of a hope for better treatment of scientific bodies in the

future on the part of the Government. That was a thing which they

all looked forward to, and, as he had already indicated, they could

desire, no better friend, either as brewers or as scientific investigators,

than Mr. Flower, although he did not belong precisely to either

category himself. He must also take the opportunity of thanking the
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Institute on his own behalf for the great honour they had done him

in electing him to the chair. His claims were very small, and he

feared he might fill the chair somewhat unworthily in succession to

the able men who had preceded him. His only claim to their favour

was, that many years ago he was one of the humble pioneers of the

movement for wedding science to brewing, although, like the pioneers

of nany other movements, he had been relegated to a backwater by

the advancing tide. He remembered many years ago being taken by

his master to a series of lectures on the chemistry of brewing at

London University, by Dr. Graham. He remembered the pitying

smiles with which the bulk of the trade regarded those lectures, and

the practical results likely to accrue from them, and ho was free to

admit that those lectures were considerably over his head. In fact,

his master—Mr. Tanqueray—reminded him only the other day, that

he had been more concerned during those lectures in drawing carica

tures of the other pupils than in imbibing the wisdom of Dr. Graham.

However that might be, Mr. Tanqueray and he might claim that they

were amongst the first who had ventured in those dark days to say that

science and brewing should bo united. Mr. Tanqueray was amongst

the founders of the Institute. He still played a prominent part on its

Council, and had been his predecessor in the chair; and now here was

ho recalled from his backwater by the whirligig of time, and called

upon to succeed him. It was astonishing to think what changes of

practice had taken place since the days he referred to. Even at that

time the thermometer had taken the place of the sensitive thumb

at the copper side, but the thermometer was not trusted with its

figures; they set them for mashing purposes with the help of a

little ivory gauge, and the chief portion of the art and mystery

of brewing in those times seemed to have been the maintaining

an artful and mysterious secrecy about one's mashing heats. They

set them with this little ivory gauge, and he remembered the

horrible feeling that used to come over the anxious and inexperi

enced brewing pupil about the time his mashing liquor was half down

into his grist, that ho might have set the thermometer with the wrong

one. He could scarcely imagine what would have been the feelings

of some of the leaders of the trade in those days if they could see the

modern development of scientific brewing. Certainly some of the

curiosities of modern development would have startled them. They
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would be surprised to hear that they could make a material from

yeast practically identical in its composition with beef extract, and to

hear that the sexual relations of yeast-cells were under the observa

tion of the curious eye of the Institute of Brewing. Whatever their

failings in those times, nothing was more remarkable in modern com

mercial life than the absolute necessity of scientific treatment to insure

success. He was convinced that those breweries which had been most

successful in turning out the best beer, were those in which the best

influences of that Institute and kindred bodies had been felt, and

in which the matured results of their teaching and investigation

had most successfully penetrated. Their members testified to the

popularity and esteem in which the Institute was held, and that

was pleasantly reflected in the balance sheet which had been pre

sented that day. His predecessor, Mr. Hanbury, could have given a

much more interesting account of the past two years' work than he

could hope to do, and he, therefore, should not attempt it; but

there was one matter connected with the past year which he should

like to refer to, as it had been recorded on the minutes, and that

was the lamented death of Dr. G. Harris Morris. His loss would

be felt by everyone connected with the Institute, for he had

been its staunch friend from its very beginning, until the time of

his death. He would make only one general remark as to what

he thought would be the most suitable work for the Institute in

the immediate future. It was not a controversial bod}' as regarded

any outside faction or political thought, but the cry of pure beer

in its literal—not in its political—sense was the first consideration

of them all, and that they should strive to attain by every means in

their power. It was a great satisfaction to the brewing trade that

Professor Thorpe (who was unfortunately absent that night) was

engaged with a committee of distinguished scientific men, and with

a distinguished member of that Institute, in formulating the rules

which would preserve it from the impurity from which the trade

suffered so much a year and a-half ago. It was possible that some

people might think their work was somewhat in the nature of a

work of supererogation, considering the terrible lesson the trade

received at that time. But he did not take that view. He

thought that if Dr. Thorpe and his committee could elicit anything

which would safeguard the members of the brewing trade, they
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should be exceedingly grateful. He could conceive no one more

interested in the absolute purity of beer, and in placing it abso

lutely above suspicion, than the brewing trade, who lived on its

popularity and on the profit of its sale. Next to the purity of beer

and concurrently with it, came a consideration of the improve

ment of the plant and utensils with which brewing operations were

conducted. And besides this (here the Institute might see its way

to renewed effort) they had this consideration, the best way of dis

posing of waste products and surplus power. This was a matter on

which brewers in the past might have been somewhat careless, and

they wanted the thoughts of the Institute turned in that direction.

Science had worked wonders for many businesses in this direction,

and had made the disposal of waste almost as important as the

disposal of the original product; and there was no work which could

better engage their attention. He was very glad indeed to think

that the Institute was now housed so comfortably, if it were only

u temporary home; and the more glad since that home was in the

very heart and centre of the English browing world, on ground

sacred to the best interests of beer for at least seven centuries.

Pending the acquirement later on of larger premises the Institute

could not be better housed, and he hoped the connection which had

always subsisted between Brewers' Hall and the Institute would be

maintained and strengthened. He hoped for an even more perfect

union with other bodies in the country working towards the same end.

It was a great satisfaction to him that the union had been made as

complete as it was at the present time, and he was sure that the

members would make no guest more welcome than Mr. Butler, the

President of the Midland Counties Institute of Brewing at Birmingham.

He was convinced that the freer was the exchange of ideas and of the

results of investigation, the better for their trade and for science. He

could suggest no better example for those whose care was to cure and

prevent the ills to which beer is liable, than that of the medical and

surgical professions whose care is to combat the ills that beset the

human body. If the members of the Institute were always willing and

anxious for the public benefit to bring their knowledge and experience

into a common stock, the best results would accrue to the browing

trade, the dignity of beer would be enhanced, and the material profit as

well as the honour would bo to those who both learned and taught.
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Mr. Takquehay, in the ahsence of Mr. Riley Smith, proposed

" The Guests," who, ho said, were always heartily welcome at Ihoir

annual banquet. They always liked to see at these gatherings men

distinguished in science and those who were taking leading positions in

the brewing world. As guests that evening they had first and fore

most their late President, Mr. Hanbury, the Master of the Brewers'

Company. It was rather difficult for them as an Institute to look upon

him as a guest. He had been President for two years, and they had

come to look upon him as one of themselves; but it was as Master of

the Brewers1 Company they welcomed him as a guest that evening,

and they could not thank him enough for all that he had done during

his two years of office. It was through his energy and work that they

were now located in their new home at Brewers' Hall, and they felt

that, as Master of the Brewers* Company, he would still exercise a sort

of fatherly influence over them. If there were any members present

who had not seen the new library which had been most generously

fitted up for them at Brewers' Hall, the sooner they visited it the better.

Close to that ancient Plall they had a room of which many Institutions

would be most envious, and one which by its quiet and comfortable

surroundings rendered it a most pleasant resort. Next on the list

was Mr. Brickwood, Chairman of the Country Brewers' Society. They

were sometimes looked upon as the Institute of Brewing of London,

but that was not so. They had many country members, cind they

welcomed Mr. Brickwood as representing them. There was also

Mr. Flower, M.P., to whose speech they had just listened with interest,

and if he in his capacity as legislator at any time required any technical

information, he could assure him he could not do better than come to

that Institute, which consisted of practical brewers and scientific men,

who would willingly give him any information he needed. There was

also present Dr. Voelckcr, a name well known in the scientific world,

who was not their guest for the first time, but who had on more than

one occasion taken part in their discussions. His researches into barley

were known throughout the world, and they gave him a hearty welcome

as representing the scientific side of the industry. Last but not least

came Mr. Butler, the President of the Midland Counties Institute of

Brewing, whom they welcomed very heartily as President of a sister

Institute. He hoped the day was not far distant when there would
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bo no sister Institutes, but when Mr. Butler would be one of them

selves, helping them forward as a member of the Committee of the

Institute of Brewing of Great Britain.

Mr. IIanbury, in reply, said that ho felt ho was to some extent

sailing under false colours in appearing there as a guest, and also with

regard to what the President had said had happened during the past

two years. He was their late President, and still Vice-President, and

therefore not exactly a guest. Ho might say there had been a great

amount of success during that time, but it was not entirely due to

him. It was due to the energy of the Committee and of their worthy

Secretary, Dr. Pymar. As Chairman he had attended most of the

committee meetings, and very interesting work it was. The Com

mittee had done the rest. He only wished he had had more time to

devote to it He was very proud of one thing, and that was that

the Institute had gained the support of practically all tho largest

brewing firms in the British Isles, and many of them were represented

as Vice-Presidents, but he was sorry to say there were one or two old-

fashioned firms who did not consider scientific brewing necessary, and

he ventured to predict that it would not be very long before they

found themselves in trouble, and had to come to some one or more of

the members of the Institute to put them right again. Another big

thing that had been done during tho last two years was to get the

Yorkshire Institute to amalgamate, and he sincerely hoped that before

very long some of the others would also join. Financially, they

were in a very satisfactory position. Two years ago the balance in

hand was only 200/., and to-day it was something like 400/. Two

years ago there were 535 members, and now there were 708. Mr.

Tanqueray was quite right in saying that the Institute was still under his

wing as Master of the Brewers' Company, and he should take care that his

wing did not lot them fall to any lower level than they were at present,

if he could possibly help it. They wore very comfortably established

at Brewers' Hall now with a good library already, but they intended

to get every book worth having, whether published in England or on the

Continent, where they knew probably as much about brewing as we

did. They certainly wrote more on tho subject than we did. There

were many books in German and some in Dutch, which perhaps some

of the members would understand. He could only assure them that,
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Institute, not only during his term of office as Master, but in the

future.

Mr. W. W. Butler also responded, though he said he had not

expected to be called upon; in fact, he was somewhat in the same

position as he was recently, when he was requested to propose a vote

of thanks to the President of an Engineering Society, of which he

happened to be Treasurer. He was told that the President would

probably speak in connection with gas engines, and therefore ho looked

up the subject of gas engines in its latest detail, and prepared what he

thought was a brilliant speech, but unfortunately for him the paper

was on " Mountain Tramways." However, he yielded to no one in his

appreciation of the work carried on by these Institutes. They were

not only of value to the young brewer from the educational point of

view, but also from the fact that they created friendships amongst

members of the trade. He quite agreed with what was said by the

President that the papers read at the Institute brought about improve

ments in brewing processes, and a notable example was that which

resulted mainly from the papers read by Messrs. Briant and Meacham

in connection with the preservation of hops by cold. As no doubt

they were aware, in consequence of those papers and the discussions

thereon the brewers of Birmingham combined, and to-day owned their

own cold store capable of holding 11,000 pockets, and it was now full.

The question of amalgamation was at the present time before the

Committee of the Midland Institute, and he was doing his utmost to

bring about that most desirable result.

Mr. G. C. Croft, in proposing the health of their Chairman,

Mr. Babington, said that they must all have been struck by the

excellent speech he had given them, containing as it did a vein of

humour, a display of eloquence, and a ring of sincerity which

betokened his strong desire to do his utmost for the Institute of

Brewing. They all had great hopes of him for the future, for they

knew what valuable work ho had done for the trade generally in the

last few years, particularly as Chairman of the London Brewers' Asso

ciation. * Also as Master of the Brewers1 Company last year, no one

had been more anxious to co-operate with Mr. Hanbury in securing

the advantages to the Institute, to which reference had already been

made
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The President thanked Mr. Croft most sincerely for the kind

words in which he hud proposed the toast, and the members for the

handsome, way in which it had been received. He should certainly do

his best to promote the interests of the Institute.

During the dinner a selection of music was given.

Snetttute of Brewing (Iporksbire an& IWortb

Eastern Section).
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